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August 27, 2015 

 

Dear Richmond Community Parent: 

As we approach the month of September, I want to formally welcome you to what I’m sure will be 

another productive school year at Richmond Community High School (RCHS). Thanks to the hard work 

of our students, faculty and staff, our school has been ranked among the top ten in Virginia and the top 

one percent in the nation by US News & World Report. It is an achievement we should celebrate. 

I’d also like to inform you of some changes that we’ve planned for the 2015-2016 school year and solicit 

your support of these important initiatives.  We believe they will enhance our school’s curriculum and 

expand academic opportunities for all students. This year we will: 

1. Implement the College Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) Capstone Program. For the first time, 

students in grades ten and eleven will have an opportunity to enroll in the College Board 

approved AP Seminar class (next fall we’ll launch the AP Research class); 

2. Change school start time to align with the Richmond School Board mandate.  RCHS will have a 

start time of 7:45 am and dismissal at 2:45 pm; and, 

3. Provide additional elective courses for our students based on feedback received during program 

planning last spring. The following classes are being offered to RCHS students for the first time: 

sociology and computer science. 

Our teachers will continue to need your support this year as we work to help all students reach their 

potential as great thinkers, innovators, and leaders.  The commitment you make to support RCHS will, in 

the long term, not just benefit your child but also our city, state and nation as these young people become 

citizens of a world that is highly competitive, extremely diverse, more technologically advanced and ever-

changing. 

There are many ways you can become involved at RCHS.  This includes joining our Parent Teacher 

Association (PTA), serving on a PTA committee or the Executive Board, visiting the school during 

parent-teacher conferences to get to know our teachers and staff, monitoring your child’s attendance and 

academic progress using the smartphone application we’ll provide and supporting our efforts to further 

improve the school. 

The RCHS faculty and staff pledge to work tirelessly on behalf of all students to ensure they are prepared 

for college and the careers in the 21
st
 century.  Join us in this pledge so that every student will be 

successful during the 2015-2016 school year and beyond. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Austin Brown 

J. Austin Brown, Principal 
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