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Amelia Street Exceptional Education Teacher 
 is Named City’s 2015 Teacher of the Year  

 
Catherine M. Marchetti, an early childhood exceptional education teacher at 

Amelia Street School, has been named Richmond Public Schools’ 2015 Teacher of the 
Year. Marchetti, one of 46 nominees, received her honor at a special reception held at 
the Crowne Plaza Downtown Richmond Nov. 20. 
 

Marchetti, who has taught for three years, says she was drawn to the profession 
at an early age by a family member who was diagnosed with a learning disability. “I 
firmly believe that every child, regardless of development ability, has the potential to 
learn and succeed,” stated Marchetti in her nomination package. “Children with 
disabilities or delays need to be instilled with a high quality education and a love of 
learning as a way of helping them to develop and demonstrate their unique potential 
and abilities.” 

 
The University of Virginia graduate holds a Bachelor of Arts in psychology and a 

Master of Teaching in early childhood special education. At Amelia Street School, 
Marchetti is credited with organizing a grants research committee, establishing a field 
day with adapted games and physical obstacle courses for students with multiple 
disabilities and developing a sensory room to help provide visual, auditory, tactile 
kinesthetic and olfactory stimulation for students. For being named Richmond’s 2015 
Teacher of the Year, she received $1,000. 

 
Sharon Barber, an art teacher at Elkhardt Middle School, is this year’s first 

runner-up. A teacher for 33 years, Barber has served the students and families of 
Elkhardt for the past 15 years. “It is my desire to encourage students to push for 
innovation and originality. These are the skills that are needed in the 21st Century,” 
noted Barber in her nomination package.  

 
Blackwell Elementary School’s Ashley Pride is this year’s second runner-up. Pride 

has four years of teaching experience serving students in kindergarten, fourth grade and 
the Virginia Preschool Initiative at Blackwell. “Teaching is very much about your 
attitude,” Pride stated in her nomination package. “Leaving a positive, lasting impression 
on a child is what makes an outstanding teacher.” 

 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&biw=1366&bih=667&q=kinesthetic&spell=1&sa=X&ei=2UFuVPGQM4nesATx44LgBg&ved=0CBoQBSgA


 

 

Barber and Pride received $750 and $500 awards, respectively. 
 
This year’s other top ten finalists include: Tamara Tuck, Boushall Middle School; 

Julie Crowder, Fox Elementary School; Tomondra Peyton, Patrick Henry School of 
Science & Arts; Lisa Johnson-Hicks, Mile Jones Elementary School; Elizabeth Dunn, Mary 
Munford Elementary School; Wallesa Jones, Swansboro Elementary School; and 
Katherine Moore, Thompson Middle School. 
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